
Title: Jesus Is King Over Creation 

Passage: Mark 4:35-41 

 

Context:: 

Gospel of Mark 

 Prior: parables  

 Shift: miracles of Jesus 

o They show Jesus’ authority over creation, darkness, disease, and death 

 

Passage: Mark 4:35-41 

On that day, when evening had come, he said to them, “Let us go across to the other side.” And leaving the crowd, 

they took him with them in the boat, just as he was. And other boats were with him. And a great windstorm arose, 

and the waves were breaking into the boat, so that the boat was already filling. But he was in the stern, asleep on the 

cushion. And they woke him and said to him, “Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?” And he awoke and 

rebuked the wind and said to the sea, “Peace! Be still!” And the wind ceased, and there was a great calm. He said to 

them, “Why are you so afraid? Have you still no faith?” And they were filled with great fear and said to one another, 

“Who then is this, that even the wind and the sea obey him?” 

 

Introduction: 

Storms are real 

 In relationships, in our bodies, in the world. 

Storms - why? 

 Sometimes: to discipline 

 Most Common: to teach us something about God/ His character - to mature us in our knowledge/experience 

of God 

o Our faith is revealed during hardships of life. 

o God is sovereign and in control over all things and have purpose 

 

Exposition 

Great storm 

Great calm 

Great fear 

 

Great Storm 

Mark 4:35-37 

On that day, when evening had come, he said to them, “Let us go across to the other side.” And leaving the crowd, 

they took him with them in the boat, just as he was. And other boats were with him. And a great windstorm arose, 

and the waves were breaking into the boat, so that the boat was already filling. 



 

Context: 

Jesus was teaching continuously including the parables. 

 

Jesus fell asleep 

 Jesus was both fully God and fully man 

 His humanity felt fatigue from having done so much teaching among great crowds. 

 

Sea of Galilee 

 Geography: A large freshwater lake (about 30 miles long).  Lowest body of water on earth (under sea level). 

 Storms: Strong physical winds can create major storms unpredictably (Ex: 10 ft high waves) 

 

Great windstorm 

 Great = “mega” (something immense and incredible) 

 

Context: 

 Jesus had been teaching about different aspects of His kingdom 

 In response, Satan used nature to oppose. 

 

 Physically placing Jesus in a storm 

 “Be Still” (same in Ch1 when cast a demon out of a person in the synagogue) 

 Once arrive on other side of lake, Jesus faces a legion of demons in a man. 

 

Question: Can Satan use nature to harm people? 

 Answer: Yes, but only as permitted by God within His control. 

Job 1:9-12 

Then Satan answered the Lord and said, “Does Job fear God for no reason? Have you not put a hedge around him 

and his house and all that he has, on every side? You have blessed the work of his hands, and his possessions have 

increased in the land. But stretch out your hand and touch all that he has, and he will curse you to your face.” And 

the Lord said to Satan, “Behold, all that he has is in your hand. Only against him do not stretch out your hand.” So 

Satan went out from the presence of the Lord. 

Job 2:4-6 

Then Satan answered the Lord and said, “Skin for skin! All that a man has he will give for his life. But stretch out your 

hand and touch his bone and his flesh, and he will curse you to your face.” And the Lord said to Satan, “Behold, he is 

in your hand; only spare his life.” 

 Key distinction: God being the responsible party but not the guilty party. 

o Analogy: Undercover police staging a situation to catch  a person with criminal intent.   

 



Truth: God is omniscient (all-knowing) and ominipotent (all-powerful) and all-loving 

 Without difficulties, we could never grow who we should become.  Storms are part of the process of spiritual 

growth. 

 God tests you but only Satan tempts.  God uses tests to bring out the best of us; Satan uses tempts to bring 

out the worst of us. (Wiersbe) 

James 1:2-4 

Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, for you know that the testing of your faith 

produces steadfastness. And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in 

nothing. 

 

Truth: God is present with you in the storms 

Psalms 23:4 

Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and 

your staff, they comfort me. 

 Remember God never abandons but is always with you.  He is present even though you may not feel or see 

His hand. 

 Storms will be constant.  You are in spiritual warfare and will be under attack. 

o But God is greater and always present. 

1 John 4:4 

Little children, you are from God and have overcome them, for he who is in you is greater than he who is in the 

world. 

 

Great Calm 

Mark 4:38-39 

But he was in the stern, asleep on the cushion. And they woke him and said to him, “Teacher, do you not care that 

we are perishing?” And he awoke and rebuked the wind and said to the sea, “Peace! Be still!” And the wind ceased, 

and there was a great calm.  

 

“Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing” 

 Perception: See no hope and feel alone in the storm. 

 A group of fishermen seeking help from a carpenter?! 

 

Disciples reaction- what they forgot: 

1.What Jesus said.  He said “Let us go to the other side”. 

 Truth: Jesus keeps His Word 

Philippians 1:6 

And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ. 

 



2.Disciples forgot the LORD, Himself, was with them in the boat 

 Someone who previously removed demons and worked miraculously.  Not just a mere man like others. 

 

3.Disciples forgot that Jesus was in perfect peace in this storm 

 We should be like Jesus.  Why?  Jesus knows all things.  If Jesus sleeps well, we should have peace and sleep 

well. 

 

Question: Does God care about me? 

Answer: Yes!  Jesus left heaven for you to come down to earth.  Jesus suffered the full wrath of God for your sins on 

the cross.   

Romans 8:37-39 

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am sure that neither death nor 

life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything 

else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

Jesus’ response: 

Mark 4:39 

And he awoke and rebuked the wind and said to the sea, “Peace! Be still!” And the wind ceased, and there was a 

great calm. 

 

Truth: Jesus has complete sovereign authority over all of heaven and earth 

Colossians 1:15-17 

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. For by him all things were created, in heaven and 

on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through 

him and for him. And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 

 

Our response: prayer 

Philippians 4:6-7 

do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests 

be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your 

minds in Christ Jesus. 

 

Great Fear 

Mark 4:40-41 

He said to them, “Why are you so afraid? Have you still no faith?” And they were filled with great fear and said to 

one another, “Who then is this, that even the wind and the sea obey him?” 

 

Two questions: 



1.Question: Why are you so afraid? 

 Prior perception: sea associated with darkness 

 contrast: God is over all, including the seas/darkness 

Psalms 65:5-8 

By awesome deeds you answer us with righteousness, O God of our salvation, the hope of all the ends of the 

earth and of the farthest seas; the one who by his strength established the mountains, being girded with might; who 

stills the roaring of the seas, the roaring of their waves, the tumult of the peoples, so that those who dwell at the 

ends of the earth are in awe at your signs. You make the going out of the morning and the evening to shout for joy. 

 

2.Question: Where is your faith? 

 Faith: critical factor is object of one’s faith 

o Ex: clinging on a tree limb.  Faith in the strength of the tree limb. 

 Don’t lose heart on the amount of faith you have compared to others.  The key is what place faith in. Keep it 

on God. 

Luke 17:6 

And the Lord said, “If you had faith like a grain of mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted 

and planted in the sea,’ and it would obey you. 

 

Application 

If a Christian, you cannot expect a smooth journey on earth. 

 Don’t buy into false perception that if things are not going well, then you lack faith. 

 This world is not heaven. 

2 Timothy 3:12 

Indeed, all who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted, 

 If not suffering or struggling in some way, then consider whether if growing in likeness of Christ. 

Philippians 2:12-13 

Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only as in my presence but much more in my 

absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God who works in you, both to will and to 

work for his good pleasure. 

 

If a Christian in a storm 

 Christ wants to develop you through the storm.   

 God is fully capable of delivering you and is with you.  Believe in His promises (He is with you, all things work 

together for good of being confirmed in His image) 

2 Corinthians 4:17-18 

For this light momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison, as we look 

not to the things that are seen but to the things that are unseen. For the things that are seen are transient, but the 

things that are unseen are eternal. 



 

If not a Christian: 

 come and submit to the King who controls all things. 

Acts 16:30-31 

Then he brought them out and said, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” And they said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, 

and you will be saved, you and your household.” 

 Life has no real meaning unless you meet and know Jesus 

 

 


